CHAPTER I
THE FUNCTION OF CULTURE

IT is a question whether language has ever
yet managed to say exactly what it meant to
say. We speak in English of a black pencil,
and in doing so we utter half a lie and a truth
that only conveys at most one-quarter of the
truth; for a black pencil is not wholly black;
only its lead is; and the blackness of its lead
may range from HB to BBB. A demand to
a person to " state exactly what you want" is
a demand for the impossible. A hungry man
may say with very strong emphasis, " I want
food"; but the extent of his want and the
nature of the supply has all to be staid: he
may be a large eater; he may be a vegetarian.
Language is, in truth, only an approximation
towards the fact that is desired to be conveyed.
The simpler and nearer to the rudiments'of
physical life the fact is, the closer is the